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What are the types of verbs? 


Type of Verb 


Action 


Stative 


Transitive 


Intransitive 


Linking 


Helping 
(auxillary) 
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What is it? 


refers to physical actions that are 
performed with bodies or objects 


describes things like qualities, 
states of existence, opinions, 
beliefs, and emotions 


a verb that is accompanied by 
a direct object in a sentence 


a verb thot is not used 
with a direct object 


stative verbs that link a subject 
with a subject complement 


works with other verbs to change 
the meaning of a sentence 


Examples 


run 
swim 
help 
Cats chase mice. 


love 

want 

own 

The mansion has 
five bathrooms. 


Leonardo ate a delicious 
pepperoni pizza. 

The wealthy man bought 
three paintings. 

She really hates broccoli. 


Airplanes fly. 

The children slept while 
the adults worked. 

The terrified monkeys hid 
in the trees after they saw 
the gigantic hungry snake. 


be 

become 

seem 

Mike is a great dancer. 


be 

have 

do 

The musician has 
performed in concerts 
all over the world. 
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What are the types of verbs? 


Modal 


Regular 


Irregular 


Phrasal 


Infinitives 
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subgroup of helping verbs 

that are used to give a 

sentence a specific mood; 

can express concepts such as ability, 
necessity, possibility, or permission. 


past tense form and past 
participle ends in -ed, -d, or 
the verb is a -t variant verb 


past tense and past participle 
form doesn’t end in -ed, -d, and 
doesn’t use the -t variant 


combinations of a verb with 
prepositions and/or adverbs that 
have a different meaning from the 
individual words used to form them 


the base form of the verb 


can 
may 

might 

Once you finish your 
homework, you may 
play outside. 


jump jumped 

slip & slipped 

try Ø tried 

He walked two miles 
to the post office. 


is GJwas 

eat B ate, eaten 

fly GJ flew, flown 
Cindy knew all of the 
right answers. 


ask for 

put up with 

talk down to 

The frustrated 
business owner closed 
down his store. 


To play guitar in a rock 
band is my goal. 

If you are looking for the 
best restaurants in town, 
Luis is the person to ask. 
The writing in the letter 
was too small to see. 
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